
8th Week JCR Meeting (04/03/18) 

Officer Reports  

Motions 

1. Motion to replace secret ballots with referenda and lower the threshold for constitutional change 

The JCR notes that: 

- Several JCR motions this year were settled by secret ballot. 

- Clauses B4-6 of the Constitution read as follows: 

CL 4. Conduct of Voting 

Voting in JCR meetings shall be by show of hands, unless a procedural motion proposing a secret ballot is 
passed. No person shall be entitled to vote by proxy; nor shall any person not present in the Meeting at the 
initiation of a Vote be entitled to participate in that Vote. No member shall speak during the conduct of a 
Vote, nor shall the conduct of any Vote be interrupted by any Quorum Count or other Procedural Motion. 

CL 5. Required majorities 

1. All matters put to a vote shall require at least fifteen votes in favour, and more votes in favour than in 
opposition. An abstention is not a vote in opposition. 

2. In the following cases, there shall be at least twenty votes required in favour, and a two thirds majority in 
favour of the motion. An abstention is not a vote in opposition: 

a) Amendments to the Standing Orders 

b) Officer Deviations from the Standing Orders 

c) Motions of No Confidence 

d) Emergency Motions 

e) Motions to overturn a Ruling of the Election Tribunal 

3. In the following cases, there shall be at least thirty votes in favour, and a three quarters majority in favour 
of the motion. An abstention is not a vote in opposition: 

a) Amendments to the Constitution 

b) Any motion authorising expenditure over £1000, or cumulative expenditure of over £1000 granted to one 
single person or group (over the course of one academic year.) 

In the event that the conditions for 3. are not met, a referendum shall instead be called, requiring at least 100 
votes to be cast, and a simple majority. 

CL 6. Designation of Sovereign Authority to Referendum 

1. The JCR may, by simple majority, vote in favour of a Procedural Motion to that effect and refer any 
substantive Motion to a Referendum. This shall be resolved by simple majority, with minimum of 100 votes in 
favour required for it to pass. 

2. In the event that, within 48 hours of the close of a JCR Meeting, a petition is submitted to the President 
signed by 30 members requesting a Referendum on a specified substantive Motion, as passed or defeated, at 
that Meeting, a, Procedural Motion under (CL5. 1) above shall be deemed to have been passed in regard to 
that Motion in whatever form it was finally passed or defeated, as the case may be; or, if so specified in the 
said petition, on that Motion in the form in which it was originally submitted. 

3. Any referendum shall be deemed to carry the authority of a JCR motion. 

4. An indicative poll may be carried out in the same way but shall not be binding. 

The JCR believes that: 



- Secret ballots are not always representative of the views held by the JCR as a whole. 

- Moreover, they often show that issues brought towards to JCR meetings require a discourse that goes 
beyond that meeting.  

- Many issues require further discussion, time for reflection and consideration and a platform for more 
people to attend.   

- Secret ballots are most often called in relation to minority issues. Referenda allow for a decision to 
be made more reflective of the attitudes of Somerville as a whole, not just those present in a JCR 
meeting.  

- Referenda are a great way to get more students involved in JCR affairs and create a wider discussion 
on these issues.  

- They also ensure that a motion has had time to be adequately discussed by members of the college so 
that those voting can make an informed decision.  

- It is the interests of the JCR to use college-wide referenda instead of secret ballots for future JCR 
motions where JCR members wish for their vote to be cast anonymously. 

The JCR resolves to: 

- Replace the option to propose a secret ballot with the option to propose a referendum for future JCR 
motions. 

- Require those proposing the motion speak on it again at the nearest hustings event so that a wider 
number of people can engage in the discourse. As well as to ensure that everyone has had time to be 
adequately informed on the motion brought forward.  

- Reduce the required majority for making a constitutional amendment to the JCR Constitution from 
30 votes in favour and a three quarters majority to 20 votes in favour and a two thirds majority. (A 
vote in abstention would not be a vote in opposition). 

- Amend the Constitution so it reads as follows: 

CL 4. Conduct of Voting 

Voting in JCR meetings shall be by show of hands, unless a procedural motion proposing a referendum is 
passed. No person shall be entitled to vote by proxy; nor shall any person not present in the Meeting at the 
initiation of a Vote be entitled to participate in that Vote. No member shall speak during the conduct of a 
Vote, nor shall the conduct of any Vote be interrupted by any Quorum Count or other Procedural Motion. 

CL 5. Required majorities 

1. All matters put to a vote shall require at least fifteen votes in favour, and more votes in favour than in 
opposition. An abstention is not a vote in opposition. 

2. In the following cases, there shall be at least twenty votes required in favour, and a two thirds majority in 
favour of the motion. An abstention is not a vote in opposition: 

a) Amendments to the Standing Orders 

b) Officer Deviations from the Standing Orders 

c) Motions of No Confidence 

d) Emergency Motions 

e) Motions to overturn a Ruling of the Election Tribunal 

f) Amendments to the Constitution 

3. Any motion authorising expenditure over £1000, or cumulative expenditure of over £1000 granted to 
one single person or group (over the course of one academic year.) requires at least thirty votes in favour 
and a three quarters majority in favour of the motion. An abstention is not a vote in opposition. 



In the event that the conditions for 2f or 3. are not met, a referendum shall instead be called, requiring at 
least 100 votes to be cast, and a simple majority. 

CL 6. Designation of Sovereign Authority to Referendum 

1. The JCR may, by simple majority, vote in favour of a Procedural Motion to that effect and refer any 
substantive Motion to a Referendum. This shall be resolved by simple majority, with minimum of 100 votes in 
favour required for it to pass. 

2. In the event that, within 48 hours of the close of a JCR Meeting, a petition is submitted to the President 
signed by 30 members requesting a Referendum on a specified substantive Motion, as passed or defeated, at 
that Meeting, a, Procedural Motion under (CL5. 1) above shall be deemed to have been passed in regard to 
that Motion in whatever form it was finally passed or defeated, as the case may be; or, if so specified in the 
said petition, on that Motion in the form in which it was originally submitted. 

3. Any referendum shall be deemed to carry the authority of a JCR motion. 

4. An indicative poll may be carried out in the same way but shall not be binding. 

Proposed by: Samuel Juniper 

Seconded by: Fin Kavanagh 

2. Motion to withdraw £15,000 from the reserves as a loan to the ball committee 

The JCR notes that: 

• Everyone loves a Ball 

• The Somerville-Jesus Ball will require significant initial investment to start putting down deposits, etc. 

The JCR believes that: 

• Without this injection of money, it will be very difficult to get things going with the preparation of the ball. 

The JCR resolves to: 

• Pass this motion to withdraw £15,000 from the JCR reserves as a loan to the ball committee, that will be 
repaid when tickets are sold.  Jesus College JCR are putting up the same figure.  This is the same figure put 
up as three years ago, and leaves us with plenty in reserves to undertake other projects.  The money will 
only be released once there is a Treasurer in place, which will be completed by the first half of TT18. 

Proposed by: Niall Macklin 

Seconded by: Tayo Ward-Brew 

3. Motion to address Somerville’s investments in fossil fuels  

The JCR notes that: 

• Last term the Paradise Papers revealed that Oxford University and many of its colleges, including 
Somerville, have indirect investments in fossil fuel exploration and drilling 

• The papers show 29 Oxbridge colleges have invested in offshore partnerships, with most of these 
participating in an oil-and-gas linked fund managed by Coller International, which is a Guernsey-based 
private equity firm.   

• The money was reportedly routed through what is known as a “blocker” corporation, typically done in 
partnership with a fund based in the U.S., which allows them to receive tax-free dividends. 

• Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reported that in order to stay below a devastating 
global temperature rise of 2’C, cumulative carbon emissions cannot exceed a “budget” of about 800 
gigatons [IPCC].  In order to reach this target, around 80% of current fossil fuel reserves must stay in the 
ground. 



The JCR believes that: 

• Somerville and Oxford University should be transparent about their investments 

• Reducing fossil fuel emissions is the responsible action for current and future generations, and Somerville 
and Oxford University should implement those principles in its investments. 

• A combination of political and economic factors make fossil fuels a poor financial investment, 
independently of the social and environmental impacts 

• Divestment is an effective means of protest against unethical corporate behaviour. 

The JCR resolves to: 

• Mandate the E&E officer to meet with the Bursar to clarify what investments Somerville has in fossil fuels 
and to make this information clearly and publicly available 

• To support the below objective as a goal to be adopted by the college’s decision-making strategy: 

• Divestment from both direct and indirect investments in the fossil fuel companies listed in the Carbon 
Underground top 200 list.  The Carbon Underground list ranks the top 100 coal companies and top 100 oil 
and gas companies by the carbon content of their current reserves. 

Proposed by: Anna Gee 

Seconded by: Ben Fisk


