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Welcome to Somerville College.
If you want to change the world,
come to Somerville.

Then and Now: Principal (centre, front row) on matriculation in 1965 and outside the College’s library

You will find in these pages an introduction
to a remarkable institution of higher
learning and research. Somerville is a
college of the University of Oxford, with
a great character of its own.
Our students come from many different
nationalities and backgrounds, and go
on to careers in every imaginable field,
sometimes achieving great fame.
I came to Somerville myself as one of a
generation of women students in the mid
1960s, proud of our famed intellectual
distinction and ready to blaze trails
through life. I have watched it admiringly
since then as, with the inclusion of men in
the mid 1990s, it reinvented itself on the
basis of its great pioneering and open
traditions. It was a fantastic and very
special honour for me to return in
2010 as Principal of the College.

As I get to know the next generation of
Somervillians, many of them tell me
“it feels like home”. That is true in all
the best senses of the word: a place
where you know and trust the immensely
distinguished people who guide your
studies and the students you work with;
and a place to which you will always know
you can return for support, inspiration,
encouragement and simple friendship.
Somerville welcomes prospective students
and their teachers and families to visit the
College at any time. We offer open days,
and our Fellows, staff and students visit
schools to tell you more about the College.
We invite you now to read more about
what Somerville has to offer, its unique
qualities and its place at the heart of the
University of Oxford.
D R A L IC E P R O C H A S K A
Principal
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At the heart
of Oxford
I can get from
Somerville to my
department library,
a cocktail bar or a
specialist poetry
bookshop all in under
three minutes. It’s a
good place to be!
ANNIE DEMOSTHENOUS,
DPhil Medieval and
Modern Languages, Cyprus

Somerville’s location in the city is ideal to
enjoy the variety of experiences that
Oxford has to offer. The College backs on
to the vibrant bohemian community of
Jericho whilst the Science Area, Bodleian
Library, University Parks and a range of
museums and theatres are all within a
few minutes’ walk or cycle ride. Whether
you are studying, catching up with friends
over an ice cream, exploring a bookshop,
going to the cinema or enjoying a walk
along the canal, everything you need is
right on your doorstep.
The University’s largest development
for over a century puts Somerville at the
heart of 21st century Oxford life. The
Radcliffe Observatory Quarter (ROQ) will
transform Oxford and bring together all
of the Humanities to a central site for the
first time in 900 years as well as housing
the Mathematical Institute and Blavanik
School of Government. Someville’s new
student accommodation along the
southern edge of the ROQ gives
Somerville a gateway to this new
academic community.

This Page: Students relaxing on the quad in
both winter and summer.
Facing Page: Little Clarendon by night (courtesy Joseph Fawcett);
the University Parks; Architects’ design of ROQ accommodation;
Café; Little Clarendon Street; Phoenix Cinema (courtesy Phoenix
Picture House)
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A Pioneering Spirit

Mary Somerville, 1780 - 1872

Somervillians are apt to
make unorthodox but
distinguished careers
for themselves.
Winifred Holtby,
1917, Modern History: Writer
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In 1879 when Somerville was founded
by a group of progressive scientists,
writers and educators, the University of
Oxford still excluded women and catered
predominantly to members of the Church
of England. Named in honour of one of
the leading female scientists of the
19th century, Mary Somerville, the new
college provided access to an Oxford
education for women of any religious
denomination and from any background.
The principles of informality and
inclusiveness, combined with a
non-denominational and pioneering
spirit to create an excellent atmosphere for
women to further their educations.
The past and future mingle closely at
Somerville. The College has produced a
steady stream of leading novelists and
other writers, and important scientists
as well as politicians, social reformers,
educators and entrepreneurs. They are
a noteworthy source of inspiration to our
current and prospective students.

Somerville’s values, academic excellence
and pioneering spirit are as important
today as they ever were. The College
supports and encourages all of its students
to find their own place in the world,
regardless of background or conventional
expectations. Your studies will be guided
by some of the best scholars in your
chosen subject, whether they be pioneering
cures for Alzheimer’s disease and malaria,
conducting prize-winning projects on crop
diseases that threaten food security
worldwide, working on questions of
democracy, government and religion from
the ancient world to the present, pooling
expertise on medieval literature and
performance, or producing critical work
on western literatures, languages
and linguistics.
Once you graduate, you automatically
become a member of the Somerville
Association, enabling you to maintain a
lifelong connection to Somerville and to
each other as previous generations have.
The Somerville Association regularly
organises events in College and around
the world, from alumni celebrations to
special events such as our Teachers’
Day for Somervillians working in schools
and colleges.

TOM FRAINE

LUCY BANDA SICHONE

CORNELIA SORABJI:

EMMA KIRKBY

2003 English:
HR Manager – Innocent Drinks

1978 PPE: First female Rhodes Scholar
from Zambia and human rights activist

1899 Law: First woman to read Law at
Oxford and first female barrister in India

1966 Classics:
Classical singer

INDIRA GANDHI

MARGARET THATCHER

DOROTHY HODGKIN

JANET VAUGHAN

1937 Modern History:
First female Prime Minister of India

1943 Chemistry:
First female Prime Minister of the UK

1928 Chemistry: First British woman
to win a Nobel prize for science

1919 Physiology: First doctor into Belsen,
pioneer of the national blood transfusion
service and Principal from 1945-67

VERA BRITTAIN

SHIRLEY WILLIAMS

IRIS MURDOCH

LUKE PITCHER

1914 English:
Writer, feminist, pacifist

1948 PPE: Leading Liberal Democrat and
former Secretary of State for Education

1938 Classics:
Author and philosopher

1999 Classics: First male student to become
College Fellow, winner of University Challenge

ESTHER RANTZEN

SAM GYIMAH

JEN GOLDSACK

LUCY NEVILLE-ROLFE

1959 English: Journalist and presenter
and campaigner for children’s rights

1995 PPE: Former Young Entrepreneur of
the Year and MP for Surrey East

2000 Chemistry: Member of the
US Olympic rowing team, 2008

1970 PPE:
Executive Director at Tesco
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A Place to
Excel
Did you know?...
...Somerville was one
of the ﬁrst Oxford
colleges to install wiﬁ
throughout the site...
...The College recycles
50% of its waste...
...We award £15,000
a year of travel and
research grants...
...We have students
from 49 different
countries...
...We have ﬁve pianos
(including three
grands), a harpsichord,
the Chapel organ and a
dedicated practice room
for all those with an
interest in music...
...Our College choir
tours in Europe in
the summer and has
just made its ﬁrst
commercial CD...

Photos: This page: Hard at work in the Library.
Opposite page: Top: Peer supporters at work.
Bottom: College in winter; Dining Hall during
lunch; A place to meet friends.
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Somerville expects the best from its
students, and in return we commit to
supporting your academic performance. For
undergraduates, the College is your main
base for the duration of your studies, not only
in terms of accommodation and food, but for
tutorials and other learning opportunities as
well. The tutorial teaching system is central
to what makes an Oxford undergraduate
experience so exciting, challenging and
rewarding. Tutorials are one-on-one or small
group sessions with expert tutors. They give
you the opportunity to explore your work and
ideas in a highly individual setting.
Somerville’s academically distinguished
tutors also act as College Advisers to
graduate students, providing a further

source of guidance in addition to your
supervisor. Graduates often find that the
intimate and interdisciplinary college
environment is an ideal place to make links
across subject areas and to study together
in College spaces.
Most students live in College. The
opening of our environmentally friendly
new accommodation block enables
us to offer rooms on site to nearly all
our undergraduates and first-year
graduate students.
The College Dining Hall is not only a
source of good food, but also a great place
to mingle and our weekly guest night gives
everyone a chance to experience the more
formal side of college life.

www.some.ox.ac.uk
Somerville’s friendly atmosphere, combined with
working within a small group of lawyers, means that
you receive constant support through your studies.
Tutors are always on hand to discuss your work and
answer your questions, but the support you receive
from your friend, who is doing the same essay as
you, can be invaluable.
ANISH PATEL, BA Law, UK

The College has an extensive support
network from the College Doctor to the
Deans, and trained student peer
supporters, who are on hand to give
guidance wherever needed. All our
student support services are conveniently
located in one central area. The College
also has a small on-site nursery, with
priority for places given to Somerville
staff and students.
Our College facilities are well geared for
students with disabilities, including a
number of specially adapted bedrooms. The
College works closely with the University’s
disability service to ensure we provide the
best support for all our students.
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The Library
Somerville has an exceptional library. There
are over 120,000 items in our collection,
making it one of the largest undergraduate
college libraries in the University. It is open
24/7, with one of the most generous lending
policies you will find in Oxford. The library
space has a warm and friendly feel to it and,
with a dedicated group study space, is a
fantastic environment in which to work.

Somerville writers
and novelists:
Winifred Holtby
Dorothy L. Sayers
Penelope Fitzgerald
Margaret Forster
A.S. Byatt
Michéle Roberts
Kate Williams
Matthew Skelton
Caroline Alexander
Francesca Kay
Iris Murdoch
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Our Special Collections include over two
thousand books from John Stuart Mill’s
library; papers, letters and books relating to
Vera Brittain; books and papers of Amelia
Edwards, the 19th century pioneering writer
and Egyptologist; and a complete set of
signed first editions of Iris Murdoch’s
novels. In addition, our archives are a valuable
primary source for the study of the history of
women’s higher education in the UK.
The three full time library staff are
knowledgeable and friendly and if you have
a suggestion that would make your study
life easier, they’ll do the best they can to
help – including buying extra copies of
texts and carrying out one-to-one training
on the use of electronic resources.
Whatever your subject area, the College
library is there to support your study needs.

www.some.ox.ac.uk

Funding
Somerville works hard to make Oxford a more
affordable experience for all our students. Like other
Oxford colleges, Somerville participates in the Oxford
bursary scheme for undergraduate students. Around a
quarter of our students receive one of these bursaries,
which are available for every year of your course.
Graduates can apply for one of our generous
partnership scholarships, offered in conjunction with
a range of University departments as well as with the
University’s Clarendon Fund. The Somerville College
Alumni Scholarship Scheme supports academically
outstanding Somervillians to remain at or come back to
Somerville for graduate study.
Our commitment to ensuring that talented students
are not deterred by a lack of finances runs through
Somerville’s history. Our scholarships enabled the
Indian lawyer and campaigner for women’s welfare,
Cornlia Sorabji, to become the first woman to read Law
at Oxford at the end of the 19th century, and made the
difference for a certain Chemistry undergraduate in the
1940s, who later went on to become the first woman
Prime Minister of the UK – Margaret Thatcher.

As a doctoral student
in Oxford, I have seen
ﬁrst-hand and often,
the challenges that
confront those hoping
to study without
funding. As a foreign
student, I certainly
would have found it
impossible to pursue
my research without
the generous support
of Somerville College.

The opportunity to
experience both the
biological and
anthropological aspects
of my course in the
ﬁeld, partly funded by
a travel grant, helped
me put into practice
what I learnt and read
about in my ﬁrst year
in Oxford. I am very
grateful indeed to the
donors of the fund.

MATT KERR,

CATHERINE BORG, BA

DPhil English, Canada

Human Sciences, UK

Some of the ways we offer
our students great value...
...
...
...
...

Heavily subsidised accommodation and meals
Free room insurance
Generous travel grants
For undergraduates, the opportunity to apply
for free accommodation in College during
vacations if you need to stay in Oxford
Matt in Dorothy Hodgkin Quad

Catherine (kneeling) in Malawi

10
8

www.some.ox.ac.uk

College Life
Somerville has a vibrant community of
students based around its two common
rooms: the Junior Common Room (JCR)
for undergraduates and the Middle
Common Room (MCR) for graduate
students. The common rooms are not just
physical spaces but also an organisation,
similar to a students’ union, which
supports and entertains students as
well as representing them within the
workings of the College.
Looking after these rooms is only one small
part of what our student communities do.
The JCR and MCR also play an important
role in student welfare, from dishing out
free cake to worried finalists before their
exams to working with the College to
support students through difficult periods,
whether these are caused by academic,
personal or financial issues. For undergraduates, the JCR coordinates a
powerful ‘college family’ system whereby
new students are assigned ‘mums’ and
‘dads’ to mentor them through their first
few weeks at Oxford. The MCR has a
House Chair and welfare officers to
support our international graduate
student body, and organises a range of
activities for graduates, from coffee
afternoons to football in the park.
There is a network of College societies
based around academic interests, arts,
volunteering and sports. Nearly every
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subject is represented by a College society
from a poetry group that meets in a nearby
bookshop to the Science and Maths
Society, whose inaugural meeting had
Nobel Laureate Sir Tim Hunt as its speaker.
As well as freshers’ week, students
organise a yearly arts week, garden party
and a triennial Ball jointly with Jesus
College. All the moving and shaking of
College life is recorded in our College
magazine, the Somerville Siren.
Our student charity, the Ghana Library
Project, has a long-standing commitment
to provide support to a free public library
for residents in Cape Coast, Ghana.
Closer to home, our students regularly
volunteer in Oxford, and generously give
their time by helping out during College
open days for prospective students and
undergraduate interviews each December.
Somerville also offers a range of
sports at intercollegiate level. Our
successful women’s football team has
won the Cuppers’ Cup competition, and
there is also an active rowing club, a new
lacrosse team, a well-established rugby
team, and several other opportunities to
keep fit and have fun in College,
including our very own gym.
To say there is a lot going on in the
Somerville student community would
be a comfortable understatement.

A tutorial in action

The Ghana Library Project provides an amazing
opportunity to experience somewhere new and
different, and because it is student-run, it allows
you to get involved in a very hands-on way.
It has made a big difference to my life. I am now
pursuing my interest in development work with
an internship at Oxfam.

As well as performing in concerts at College,
I’m actively involved in some of the many
University-wide societies. I have been President
of both the Asia-Paciﬁc and the Russian Student
Societies and was selected to attend the prestigious
Kairos Society Global Summit, helping me develop
the skills I’ll need for my future career.

SALLY DICKINSON, BA English, UK

ALMAT ZHANTIKIN, MMath Mathematics and Statistics, Kazakhstan

Our Choir on tour

Student helpers during an open day

Somerville’s winning football team
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Open days are held
in mid summer and
September, and are a
great chance to get
a feel for the College
and have an informal
chat with our tutors.
We are happy to answer
any questions you may
have. If you are unable
to attend the open days,
you can visit at any
time; if you make an
appointment with us, it
may be possible to have
a current student to
show you around.
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The admissions process for both
undergraduates and graduates is the
same for all Oxford colleges. More
detailed information on the process, both
for students and for schools, can be
found on the University webpages
(see useful links).

Picture yourself here...

I found the application process unnerving
but quite straightforward. Most of the
information I needed was easily available online,
but it was comforting to know that the College
would go out of their way to help if need be.

I ﬁrst saw the College properly after I’d
received my offer and knew immediately
that I would love it. Since I arrived I’ve
never regretted my choice for a moment.
JENNI BUTLER, BA Classics, UK

www.some.ox.ac.uk

DANIEL YON, BA Experimental Psychology, UK

The following list of undergraduate courses is correct at time of going to press.
We also admit graduates in most of these subjects:
• Ancient & Modern History
• Biochemistry
• Biological Sciences
• Chemistry
• Classical Archaeology &
Ancient History
• Classics
• Classics & English
• Classics & Modern Languages
• Computer Science
• Engineering
• English
• English & History
• English & Modern Languages
• European & Middle
Eastern Languages
• Experimental Psychology
• Graduate Entry Medicine
• History

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

History & Economics
History & Modern Languages
Law
Law with Law Studies in Europe
Mathematics
Mathematics & Computer Science
Mathematics & Philosophy
Mathematics & Statistics
Medicine
Modern Languages
Music
Philosophy & Modern Languages
Philosophy, Politics, &
Economics (PPE)
• Physics
• Physics & Philosophy
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Somerville College website
www.some.ox.ac.uk

University Admissions (Graduate)
www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/
postgraduate_courses

Oxford University website
www.ox.ac.uk

Information for international students
www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/international_students

Somerville Admissions:
www.some.ox.ac.uk/admissions

Fees and funding
www.ox.ac.uk/feesandfunding

Somerville Open Days:
www.some.ox.ac.uk/opendays

Organ and Choral Scholarships
www.music.ox.ac.uk/admissions/organ-and-choralscholarships1/Organandchoralscholarships-mainpage.html

University Admissions (Undergraduate)
www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/
undergraduate_courses
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